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From the President

iThese are the ti me swastattriauted tb Thpmasmame
The American Crisjsa series of pamphlets published between 1776 and 17 s
pertained to the American Revolution. As | watched the various news ri=
showing people all over the world taking to the streets to show their displ¢s
with the state of largely economic affairs, it occurred to me that not only g

daydés times of a nature to try s, b L
AAmerican Crisiso. The question I s t he
the making?0 Consider the recent s in
California.

What, you might ask, has this to do with RASCC? The last couple of iss

NYSUT United has addressed the AGre deo be

popular misconception that unions are the cause of most of our problems, as well as the calls from many
guarters to take back pensions and benefits from public employees. RASCC is an association of people
who worked under union guidance, who are covered by health benefits, and who, in their retirement are
receiving a pension. WE are the targets of those individuals who seek to find an easy fix to this
AAmerican Crisiso.

As we approach the tenth anniversary of the founding of RASCC, we look back and savor all the en-
joyable times we have had as an organization, as well as the good we have done for the College. How-
ever, it may be time to start taking a more political stance in our function, if we hope to preserve the
benefits we currently enjoy. If we think we can rely on others to fight this battle for us, we do so at our
peril.

In one of my previous messages | encouraged you to help grow RASCC by talking to friends and col-
leagues who have worked for the College. It is to our mutual benefit to strengthen RASCC for the battle
that lies ahead. A strong, well organized association will be an effective force for maintaining our stan-
dard of l'iving. I f we follow an feach one reach
know is retired or planning to retire, we could easily double the strength of our organization. Give it
some thought.

And, so as to not be all gloom and doom, let me offer my best wishes for you all to have a wonderful
holiday season.

Bud Macy
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Summer Trips

Atlantis Aquarium
by Bud Macy
and
Grace McGorry

Abright sunny day on August

found RASCC members enjoying t
sights of the Atlantis Aquarium in Ri
erhead. A tour of the indoor displg
included the main tank, filled wif .2
large fish, sharks and turtles, as wel| "
the smaller tanks with their assortm{ -

of both fresh water and salt wa
fishes.

The group was in for a pleasant g
prise. Chef Sean Fountaine, son of f ‘
fessor Emeritus (English) Robert Foy™ 5
taine (deceased), and Mary Fountal == =
a member of RASCC, had had B
Riverside Pavilion prepared for of
group. The buffet table was hes
with cheese and fruit platters, sand

8l and wrap platters and cool drinks, followed by cookie platters and cof-
¥ fee. The white tablecloth covered round tables comfortably accommo-
<4 dated our group of forty five.

After we enjoyed the breezes at
enjoy the aerial ride that provided an outstanding view of the surround-
ing town, river and bay. It was then time to board the riverboat which
was tied up near the pavilion.

During this excursion, we stopped at a small island in the bay to look
for various forms of marine life.

Continued on next page
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Several species were collected and displayed by naturalists who were on
the boat with us. It was interesting to watch the reaction of the children
who accompanied us, as many of them had never seen crabs and min-
nows, much less held them in their hands.

Following the boat ride, we returned to the Aquarium for a sea lion
show and some rock climbing on t|

wall.

If you have never been to the Atlantic Aquarium, it is well worth the
trip out to Riverhead

For more pictures, information and useful links go to the RASCC website at
http://www.rascc.org/

Page 5


http://www.rascc.org/

RASCC NEWSLETTER

Summer Trips

Sagtikos Manor

by
Ginny Trombetta

n Thursday, August 25th, 13 members of RASCC visited the lovely Sagtikos Manor, located in West Bay

Shore. Built in 1697 the Manor's history spans more than three centuries. The British Army occupied the home for
a brief time during the Revolutionary War and President George Washington stayed there during his tour of Long Islan
in 1790. Our group stepped back in time as we were led by docents in period cosiEveesroom contained the origi-
nal furnishings from the Thompsdpardiner family. A cemetery, carriage house, buttery and walled garden are also
located on the property.

Since the threat of an impending heavy rainstorm was forecast, only 5 people continued on to the Fat Fish restaurant f

a late lunch.The food, service and view of the "choppy" Great South Bay were all very enjoyable and capped off a very
pleasant day, in spite of the weather.
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